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Abstract

The status and character of the Geum—o Munjoong (k")

Kim, Sun-seok
(Senior researcher, The Korean Studies Institute)

In the history of modern and contemporary Korean Buddhism, Geum—o
Munjoong(fl' b+ large family) played an important role in several
ways. First, Geum-o Munjoong revived and inherited zen lineage(iilik)
which was cut off during the Joseon Dynasty. The policy of suppressing
Buddhism during the Joseon Dynasty Seonmaek was revived by
Gyeong-heo. The zen lineage of Gyeong-heo was succeeded by
Man-gong, and Bo-wel, the disciple of Man—gong, succeeded it. Because
Bo-wel died early, he could not deliver the zen lineage to Keum-o, but
Man-gong brought the zen lineage to Geum-o and continued it.

Second, through the so—called "the restoration of the purity of the
Buddhist world(M kA" which began in 1954 and ended in the 1970s,
Geumo Munjung established the foundation of the tradition of protecting
the zen Buddhism and performing proper improvement thus setting an
example for the Buddhist commumnity. The Geum—o Munjung produced
many attendants and devoted themselves to the projects of propagation
and Buddhist popularization, thus contributing to the establishment of the
original aspect of the victory. Keum—o was appointed as the head of the
promotion committee of the National Convention of Unmarried Monks(t.
f) and led the clean—up Buddhist temple. It was a movement to
restore the legitimacy of Korean Buddhism, which resisted the response of
the monks who married after eating meat and destroyed the genealogy.

Third, Keumomunjung devoted himself to the Buddhist popularization



project. Many 1,000 students, including Geum-o’s, Wolsan(H1l) and
Beom-il(3:H), Beom-hang(%/7), Wolnam( H4), and Tan-sung(%k4) tried
to promote Buddhism according to the teachings of Keumo. Such efforts
of Keumomunjung have greatly contributed to the formation of
mainstream monks in modemn Korean Buddhist history. In addition, it
established the practice of the religious group and opened the way for
Buddhism to reach out to the public.

Key words

Geum—o Munjoong, Geum-o, Gyeong-heo, Man-gong, Man-gong,
Bo-wel, Wolsan, zen lineage(i#K), the restoration of the purity of the
Buddhist world(@EfEF), Unmarried Monks(lbff#), monks who
married after eating meat(f325(f%)
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